Almost  Everything  You 

Wanted  to  Know 

About  Circuit  Breaker*.  .  . 

WHAT  IS  THIS  “CIRCUIT  BREAKER”? 

Circuit  Breaker  is  the  term  used  for  the  State’s 
Senior  Citizens  and  Disabled  Persons  Property 
Tax  Relief  Act.  It  is  a  tax  rebate  program  which 
provides  partial  rebates  to  qualified  citizens  for 
property  taxes  they  paid.  It  is  called  Circuit 
Breaker  because  it  is  designed  to  protect  the 
household  income  of  Illinois  senior  citizens  and 
disabled  persons  from  tax  “overload”  similarly 
to  the  way  an  electrical  circuit-breaker  protects 
household  wiring  from  current  overload. 

WHAT  CAN  I  GET  UNDER  THIS  TAX 
REBATE  PROGRAM? 

There  are  two  grants  available.  A  single  appli¬ 
cation  form  is  used  to  apply  for  both.  One  grant 
is  for  property  taxes  paid.  Last  year,  more  than 
250,000  persons  received  property  tax  grants 
averaging  $225.  The  maximum  grant  available 
under  this  property  tax  rebate  program  is  $650. 
The  second  grant  is  called  the  additional  grant. 
This  grant  ranges  from  $50  to  $100,  depending 
on  your  income.  Last  year,  more  than  380,000 
persons  received  additional  grants  averaging  $80 
each. 

IS  IT  POSSIBLE  FOR  PEOPLE  TO  QUALIFY 
FOR  BOTH  TAX  RELIEF  GRANTS? 

Yes.  And  thousands  of  people  have.  Anyone 
who  qualifies  for  property  tax  relief  qualifies 
automatically  for  additional  tax  relief.  That’s 
because  the  age  or  disability,  residency,  and 
annual  household  income  requirements  of  the 
two  programs  are  nearly  identical. 


*If  you  have  other  questions ,  contact  the 
Circuit  Breaker  Division  listed  on  the  back  of 
this  pamphlet. 


HOW  DO  I  KNOW  IF  I  QUALIFY? 

If  you  (or  your  spouse)  were  65  years  of  age  or 
older  by  January  1 ,  1979,  and  you  have  a  house¬ 
hold  income  under  $10,000,  you  (or  your 
spouse)  may  qualify.  Or,  if  you  were  16  years  of 
age  or  older  on  January  1,  1979,  and  are  totally 
disabled  according  to  the  medical  criteria  of 
the  Social  Security  Administration,  you  may 
qualify.  If  you  have  questions  regarding  your 
qualifications,  contact  the  Circuit  Breaker 
Division  listed  on  the  back  of  this  pamphlet. 

HOW  DO  I  FIGURE  HOW  MUCH  MONEY  I 
WILL  RECEIVE? 

Your  property  tax  rebate  would  be  the  amount 
of  property  taxes  you  paid  last  year  that  exceeds 
four  percent  of  your  household  income.  How¬ 
ever,  this  grant  cannot  exceed  $650  minus  5 
percent  of  your  household  income.  The  addi¬ 
tional  grant  is  calculated  strictly  on  the  basis 
on  your  income  and  ranges  from  $50  to  $100. 
You  do  not  have  to  calculate  these  tax  rebate 
amounts  yourself.  The  Circuit  Breaker  Division 
will  do  this  for  you.  Charts  are  provided  in  the 
back  of  the  Circuit  Breaker  application  and 
instructions  booklet  to  show  you  approximately 
what  you  should  receive. 

WHAT  DO  YOU  MEAN  BY  “DISABLED”? 

A  disabled  person  is  someone  who  cannot  work 
or  cannot  earn  a  minimum  income  because  of  a 
physical  or  mental  handicap  which  has  lasted  or 
is  expected  to  last  for  at  least  12  months,  or 
who  has  a  certifiable  disability  under  the 
medical  criteria  established  by  the  Social 
Security  Administration. 

I’M  OVER  65,  BUT  MY  WIFE  IS  ONLY  62. 
CAN  I  QUALITY? 

Yes.  As  long  as  either  spouse  is  65  or  over,  that 
spouse  would  qualify  for  a  grant.  The  income  of 
both  husband  and  wife  must  be  figured  when 
determining  if  the  household  income  is  under 
$10,000,  however,  and  only  one  grant  per 
household  is  allowed. 


WHAT  IS  INCLUDED  IN  “HOUSEHOLD 

INCOME”? 

Household  income  includes  all  the  claimant’s 
income  (claimant  and  spouse,  if  married)  from 
any  employment,  social  security  benefits, 
pensions,  interest  and  dividends,  unemployment 
compensation,  alimony,  and  net  income  from 
business  ventures,  farms  or  rental.  It  does  not 
include  gifts,  inheritances,  or  lump  sum 
insurance  payments. 

DO  I  HAVE  TO  OWN  MY  HOME  TO 
QUALIFY  FOR  A  PROPERTY  TAX  REBATE? 

No.  You  can  rent  your  housing  or  you  can  reside 
in  a  mobile  home  or  nursing  home.  If  you  rent, 
30  percent  of  your  annual  rent  is  considered 
property  tax. 

I’M  65  AND  MY  INCOME  IS  UNDER  $10,000, 
BUT  I  LIVE  IN  PUBLIC  HOUSING.  I  DON’T 
PAY  PROPERTY  TAXES  ON  MY  RESI¬ 
DENCE.  AM  I  ELIGIBLE  FOR  #A  TAX 
REBATE? 

You  wouldn’t  qualify  for  property  tax  relief, 
but  you  could  qualify  for  the  additional  tax 
grant  program.  A  person  doesn’t  need  to  have 
paid  property  taxes  or  have  lived  in  a  residence 
subject  to  property  taxes  in  order  to  qualify 
for  an  additional  grant. 

IS  THERE  A  DEADLINE  FOR  FILING  FOR 
THESE  REBATES? 

Yes.  Claims  for  rebates  of  1978  taxes  must  be" 
filed  before  December  31,  1979. 

WHERE  DO  I  GET  APPLICATIONS  AND 
INSTRUCTIONS? 

Applications  and  instructions  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  or  phoning  any  of  the  agencies  listed 
on  the  back  of  this  brochure. 


TAX  REBATES 

FOR  SENIOR  CITIZENS 

AND  DISABLED  PERSONS 


TO  QUALIFY,  YOU  MUST: 

•  Be  age  65  or  over  or  be  totally  disabled 

•  Have  an  annual  household  income  under 
SI  0,000 

•  Be  an  Illinois  resident 

THE  BENEFITS  ARE: 

•  Up  to  S650  cash  rebate  for  property  taxes. 

•  Between  $50  and  $100  for  additional 
taxes  paid. 


FOR  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 
AND  FORMS: 

Illinois  Department  of  Revenue 

Write:  Circuit  Breaker  Division 
P.  O.  Box  4017 
Springfield,  IL  62708 

Phone  toll-free: 

641-2150  (Cook  County  residents) 
1-800-252-8972  (rest  of  state) 

Illinois  Dept,  on  Aging 

Write:  Aging 
Box  60 

Springfield,  IL  62705 

Lt.  Governor’s  Office 

Phone  toll-free: 

1-800-252-6565 

DIAL  (Disabled  Individuals  Assistance  Line) 

Phone  collect: 

(312)  793-5000 


Forms  also  are  available  at  local  legislator’s 
offices  and  senior  citizens  centers. 


